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wire. The working of these air-lines on the Italian front depended
on the power stations of the Alpine valleys, and these had
normally to provide for the lighting of towns and cities in
northern Italy, traction on tram and railway lines, and driving
power for the factories. When the Austrians gained some ground
in a push in the centre, besides the strategic peril, there was
always danger of the loss of light and power paralysing the life
and industry of wide regions in the northern plain.

The Austrian defence line ran along the southern slopes and
spurs of the Alps, inside the border line, and the war began
with a withdrawal of the frontier guards to their battle posi-
tions. The Italian occupation of the fringe of territory thus
evacuated was claimed as a first victory. The main attack was
on the extreme eastern part of the front, where the Austrians
held a natural fortress, the Garso plateau, a tract of wild rocky
country between the Julian Alps and the sea. Here the fighting
dragged on month after month with, for the attack, only slow
and costly gains of ground. The fortified town of Gorizia wasnot
taken till August 1916, though the first shots had been fired
fifteen months before. Cadorna had hoped to be in possession
of Trieste in the first weeks of the war. But after more than a
year of hard fighting only the western fringes of the Garso had
been won, and for all practical purposes the Austrian line on
the Italian front was intact.

During all these months on the main western war front, in
the fairly level lands of Flanders and Artois, Picardy and
Champagne, the deadlock was as complete as in the mountain
region of the Austro-Italian borderland. Attempt after attempt
to break through the German front gave the same disappoint-
ing results. At the outset of the operation some of the enemy's
advanced trenches, wrecked by the preparatory bombardment,
would be rushed, and this would be reported as a victory, but
the enemy's second line held, and became the starting-point
of vigorous counter-attacks, and at last the effort would end
with the line unbroken and only a minor change in the outline
of the opposing fronts at the point of contact.

It was only possible to make one or two such attempts in